
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR COPELAND

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Copeland held on 
Tuesday, 14 November 2017 at Cleator Moor Civic Hall and Masonic Centre at 
10.15 am

PRESENT:

Mr K Hitchen (Chair)

Mr MS Barbour
Mr AWC Lamb
Mr FI Morgan
Mr GRPM Roberts
Mr DE Southward

Mr CP Turner
Mr CJ Whiteside
Mrs EL Williamson
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair)
Mr AW Wonnacott

Also in Attendance:-

Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland)
Mrs J Currie - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

39 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Mr M Hawkins.

40 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest in any items on the agenda today.

41 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that, the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of any item of business on the agenda.

42 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no questions, petitions or statements to the committee on this occasion.
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43 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the previous meeting held on 3 October 2017 be 
agreed with the following amendments:-

Minute No 21 and Minute No 33 – the declaration by Mr FI Morgan in both of these 
minutes should say that his daughter works for the Citizens Advice Bureau in 
Workington, not Egremont.

On Minute No 31 – Beckermet Experimental Traffic Regulation Order members 
asked that it be recorded that members were wholly in support of a full and 
comprehensive statutory consultation taking place on this.

Minute No 33 – amend with an additional sentence to read ‘members reminded the 
officer that there were two credit unions covering Copeland and asked that reports 
include information from both of these in future.’

44 2017/18 LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED BUDGET - HIGHWAYS

Members considered a report from the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which presented the Highways Devolved Budget report combined with the 
Highways Programme Progress report.

Members asked if it would be possible for a presentation to be given at a future 
meeting regarding improvement to the highways network to support improvements 
in the North Shore area.  The Highways Network Manager confirmed that a 
presentation was scheduled for the next Highways Working Group being held on 4 
December 2017.

Members asked for an update on the Beckermet Experimental Traffic Order 
Consultation.  The Highways Network Manager outlined progress.  Members were 
concerned to hear that not all residents had received the consultation documents 
and asked officers to ensure all residents in Beckermet village and the parishes 
neighbouring were consulted.

Members also asked for an update on the Low Road situation, following the public 
participation at the last local committee meeting.  The Highways Network Manager 
said this item was also on the agenda for the next Copeland Highways Working 
Group. It was AGREED that the local member for Kells and Sandwith would be 
invited to attend this meeting. 

The local member for Howgate thanked officers for all the work they had done in 
relation to the adoption of the Manesty Rise, in Low Moresby.  He had received lots 
of positive feedback from members of the public.  
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RESOLVED that, 

(1) Local Committee note the revenue and capital budget allocations for 
2017-18 and the commitments and expenditure recorded in Appendices 1 
& 2 of the report;

(2) Members note the Highways Devolved Revenue budget, attached as 
Appendix 1, is currently projecting a balanced budget;

(3) Local Committee note the Highways Devolved Capital Budget, attached 
as Appendix 2, is currently projecting a balanced budget.

45 HIGHWAYS NETWORK MANAGEMENT - DELIVERY REVIEW

The Local Committee considered a report from the Corporate Director – Economy 
and Highways which provided members of Copeland Local Committee with an 
update relative to highway improvements during the current year.

The Highways Network Manager said that since January 2017 the total spend on 
highway improvements in the Copeland area equated to approximately £5,513,383. 
This funding had been secured through Local Committee Devolved budgets, 
Infrastructure Recovery Programme Funding and the National Productivity 
Investment Fund 2017/18. 

Major projects carried out this financial year in Copeland included the construction 
of a multi user route known as Viking Way from Seascale to Gosforth and the full 
reconstruction of Homewood Road, Hensingham.

Extensive footway improvements were continuing in Copeland to the value of 
approximately £312,000. These included schemes such as a £50,000 improvement 
to Borrowdale Road in Mirehouse and a £37,000 improvement scheme at Newton 
Street in Millom.

Although a nominal amount in comparison, members had supported the introduction 
of a £25,000 budget to address known ongoing small scale drainage issues within 
their respective wards. This budget also supported known concerns identified 
through the County Councils Making Spaces for water Group.

A number of lighting schemes, traffic related projects and bridge schemes were 
ongoing.

Cumbria County Council had made a successful National Productivity Investment 
Fund (NPIF) bid for highway improvements linked to redevelopment proposals at 
Whitehaven North Shore, these included junction and pedestrian improvements at 
Bransty Row. The total scheme was estimated to cost around £2.5m with DfT 
contributing £1.67m. 

These improvements were also linked to the redevelopment of the Bransty area, 
aligned with the NPIF economic growth criteria and £0.8m of match funding was 
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being provided from Britain’s Energy Coast. The intention was to design within 
2018/19 and deliver the scheme in 2019/20. This additional funding combined with 
the NPIF contribution from 2017/18 provided Copeland with the greatest contribution 
countywide.

RESOLVED that, the report be received and noted.

46 AREA MANAGER'S REPORT - COPELAND

Members had before them a report from the Corporate Director – Health, Care and 
Community Services which brought together information from across the Public 
Health and Community teams. The report provided members with an update on the 
work of each service, identified activity against agreed priorities, highlighted current 
issues and provided an overview of the budget position.   

 Community Grants and Strategic Grants 

The Area Support Manager advised that at the grant panel meeting on Wednesday 
18 October 2017 members considered applications against General Provision and 
0-19 Universal Service budgets and recommended the following two grants:-

• An allocation of £1,640, from the 0-19 Universal Services budget, 
towards providing teeth cleaning packs for primary school children in 
Copeland.

• An allocation of £1,500, from General Provision, to Healthy Hopes 
Cumbria Ltd CIC toward an 8 week Motivation to Change programme. 

Members approved these grant allocations.

 Community Development

The Area Manager advised that two sessions of Suicide Alertness – Living Matters 
training sessions had been arranged for 8 November in Cleator Moor and 15 
November in Millom. These sessions had the capacity to train up to 40 people in 
communities, and provide skills and support to both staff and volunteers. 

• Local Members’ Schemes

At Local Committee in February 2017 a sum of £1,500 from the Kells & Sandwith 
ED LMS budget was allocated to Mirehouse Resident’s Group towards setting up 
Friday night universal youth provision at St Peter’s Hall, Woodhouse. 

Following a meeting with the Resident’s Group, local member and Community 
Development Officer, an agreement was reached to reclaim unspent monies under 
the terms and conditions.  It was also agreed that;

• A new youth provider would be sought by the Community Development 
Team and agreed by Copeland Local Committee.
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• Equipment purchased to support the project would be transferred to St 
Peter’s Church Hall for use by the new provider. 

• Residual funding of £868 would be reclaimed and returned to Cumbria 
County Council by Mirehouse Resident’s Group.   

Members supported this action.

• Library Update

Following the public consultation into the future of the branch libraries at 
Hensingham, Mirehouse and Kells, the responses received had indicated that there 
was very low use of the facilities and that maintaining library services from these 
sites does not offer the most effective use of resources.  

Currently each facility was open for 6 or 9 hours per week with continued evidence 
of usage levels declining year on year. Hensingham library showed books borrowed 
falling from 5,745 in 2010/11 to 1,548 in 2016/17.  The decline reflected in 
Mirehouse showed a fall from 9,686 to 2,735 in the same time period and in Kells it 
was 6,588 books down to 1,737. 

Limited responses were received during the consultation with feedback in either the 
branch library or via the online forms totalling 19, 18 and 51 responses respectively 
for each branch.  Most respondents confirmed they did not solely use the branch 
facilities or that they only used the facility for attending a group event and could 
benefit more from a service being offered from the main Whitehaven Library and 
promoting increased access via outreach across the town.   

Members were asked to consider whether provision from the three small branches 
should cease and whether library provision should be consolidated in the main 
Library.  All affected sites were less than 2 miles from the main hub in Whitehaven. 
This would allow staff to concentrate on providing outreach services to those 
communities. If Members agree then officers would report back to the Corporate 
Director for agreement to the proposal and feedback at the next local committee on 
outreach services being provided to the communities.

If the sites become surplus to requirement the individual properties could be made 
available for sale or lease. The consultation identified significant interest for 
development of the sites to benefit the community in alternative ways including; 
nursery provision, community café, assistance and advice centres.  Once a decision 
was taken on the current provision opportunities using the properties could be 
advanced with the assistance of the Capital Programmes and Property team.

The Area Manager said the most successful of the Community Asset Transfers 
were those where the local members and communities were involved.

Members wondered whether there would be any value in setting up a task and finish 
group to look at the current situation with libraries across the county.  Members of 
the previous council said this had already been done in the past and felt there would 
be little to gain from repeating this exercise again.
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None of the members were in favour of closing libraries, especially those in villages, 
but acknowledged that there was a need to deliver these services in a more efficient 
and effective way.  Members were interested in exploring more place based 
services as a solution.

The Area Manager said she would work with all the local members to ensure the 
best possible solutions were brokered for the areas where the libraries would be 
closed.

Flooding in Millom on the 30th September served to demonstrate the role of the 
Library building and its staff as a central location for support, information and advice 
acting as a hub for multi-agency support for part of the week.  The Library had been 
able to provide internet access for members of the public affected by events and be 
a general meeting place, as well as disseminating information and organising a 
fundraising coffee morning.

The local member paid tribute to all the area teams for the work they had 
undertaken in Millom during the recent flooding event.

• Archive Update

The Area Manager advised that Whitehaven Archives continued to encourage local 
interest and involvement with its monthly Archive Discovery events, in conjunction 
with exhibitions of material of special interest.  Most recently it had marked the 
750th anniversary of the Egremont Crab Fair, and the 1957 Windscale Fire.  

• Public Health Update

The Area Manager said that following on from the Public Health England (PHE) 
Stoptober campaign as the weather turns colder attention focused on Staying Well 
This Winter. The aim was to ensure that people who were most at risk of 
preventable emergency admission to hospital were made aware of and where ever 
possible, take actions which would help to keep them well. 

A key component of this was the Flu vaccination campaign which promoted the 
uptake to people in vulnerable groups – pregnant women. Children ages 2-3 years, 
those with long term health conditions particularly respiratory conditions/diseases 
and those aged over 65 years. Copeland Libraries would play a prominent part in 
promoting the campaign with information and displays all through the winter months.

Members asked officers whether there had been any additional ‘per capita’ funding 
from Public Health England this year.  In the past the county had only received £30 
per capita of public health funding, and members wondered if this had been 
increased.  Officers confirmed that situation had not altered and no additional 
funding had been received.

RESOLVED that, 

(1) Members note the current budget available at appendix 1 of the report;



7

(2) Members approve the following community grants

(i) £1,640, from the 0-19 Universal Services budget, towards providing 
teeth cleaning packs for primary school children in Copeland;

(ii) £1,500, from General Provision, to Healthy Hopes Cumbria Ltd CIC 
toward an 8 week Motivation to Change programme. 

(3) Members support the actions outlined in paragraphs 4.5 and 4.6 of the 
report;

(4) Members agree to a report being submitted to the Corporate Director – 
Health, Care and Community Services on the branch library consultation 
proposal.    

47 NOMINATIONS -  LA GOVERNORS OF NURSERY, PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Members considered a schedule of recommendations for the nomination of County 
Council representatives on the governing bodies of nursery, primary and secondary 
schools.

RESOLVED, that, subject to their consent, the following be nominated:-

St. Joseph’s Catholic Mr G Colley
Primary School 25 Moor Place

Frizington
Cumbria CA23 3PL

48 CHILDREN'S CHAMPION UPDATE

Councillor Williamson updated members on a meeting she had attended she had 
attended recently on behalf of the local committee of the Children’s Champions.  
The meeting was held on 20th October 2017, and she advised that at this meeting 
an update was received from the Children in Care Council (CICC).  She AGREED to 
circulate a briefing note to members with more detail.

49 VERBAL UPDATE FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES/EXTERNAL 
COMMITTEES

Councillor Whiteside advised members that the Health and Wellbeing Forum would 
be focusing on domestic violence over the coming months.  The Chair thanked 
Councillor Whiteside for the update.
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50 NUCLEAR ISSUES

Councillor Southward updated members on details of a Government Consultation 
on a new Nuclear Sector deal.  It had been suggested this may be outlined in more 
detail when the budget was announced next week.  Details were available on the 
BEIS website for any members interested in this.

The Chair thanked Councillor Southward for the update.

51 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 23 January 2018 at Cleator Moor Civic Hall at 
10.15am

The meeting ended at 11.30 am


